
Friends of Silverdale Patient Participation Group Annual Report 2015/16 
 

There are currently 12 Friends of Silverdale, 5 male and 7 female ranging in age 
from 33 to 79 and from various ethnic backgrounds. The original members 
have welcomed the 5 new members that joined this year to strengthen the 
group and help to move it forward. 
 
There have been 6 meetings this year, 4 regular and 2 extraordinary; the first 
extraordinary meeting was to discuss a recruitment drive/social event and the 
second to discuss the imminent planning application for an extension to the 
practice. These have been the main issues concerning the group this year; 
gaining new members in order to strengthen the group, and supporting the 
practice as they apply for planning permission for a much needed extension to 
the premises. The group has wholeheartedly supported this application, with 
members writing to the planning department independently as well as 
volunteering to ask patients to complete a traffic survey needed to support the 
application. New members were very helpful with suggestions of how best to 
overcome objections to the extension and how to approach the local MP for 
help. Despite our best efforts the planning application was refused but we are 
hopeful that newer, revised plans will be accepted and hope to be seeing an 
extension built in the not too distant future. 
 
The group continues to meet quarterly to share information, the practice 
advertises 3 different local social groups, organised by 3 of its members, to its 
patients and keeps the group updated on what is happening in the practice 
and with the planning application. One group member created a colourful, 3D 
display board in the reception area to stand out more to patients as they wait. 
The board is regularly updated to keep the news fresh. Group members 
regularly make suggestions regarding what information they would like to see 
in the waiting area. 
 
3 group members recently attend a PPG network meeting which they found 
very interesting and the group is excited that a new smaller PPG Network 
Group just for South Charnwood Locality is being set up, which will hopefully  
allow the group to share ideas with other PPG members and pool resources for 
any future endeavours. 


